Metastatic carcinoid tumor of the appendix. Report of a case and review of the literature.
A case of regional metastatic carcinoid of the appendix is presented and the literature reviewed for indications for right colectomy. Five cases of lymph-node metastasis from primary appendiceal carcinoids less than 2 cm in diameter have been reported. There is no reported case of systemic metastasis occurring after appendectomy for a carcinoid with a diameter of less than 2 cm. Perineural involvement, lymphatic invasion, mesoappendiceal invasion, histologic appearance, and location of the tumor in the appendix seem to be unreliable predictors of clinically significant regional node involvement. It is concluded that a right colectomy is indicated only in patients with carcinoid tumors of the appendix 2 cm or more in diameter, or with residual tumor at the margin of resection.